THE   GOVERNMENT   GARDENS                91
lakes the ground rises tier on tier up to a level of 100 feet and presents to the visitor an extensive and magnificent terrace in the centre of which stands the artistic Museum building. What arrests one is the architectural beauty of this building with its gable-roof in several portions. Its precincts are maintained as an ornamental garden cut up into stately and lovely lawns and beautiful beds, surrounded by a circular drive which would strike any one as attractive. This is ' The Top Garden', the remaining portion of the whole area forming the Park proper and the Zoo. The Band Stand is quite original in shape and is centrally situated. The premises all round provide comfortable accommodation for the hundreds of visitors who attend on Band evenings, It is in the form of a Kooththawbalam in a Hindu Temple where entertainments like Chakkiarkoothu are held during temple festivals for the enjoyment of the masses of the people. It is an wooden structure, octoganal in shape, with granite flooring nicely polished. The whole structure is a fine example of Travancore sculpture. The Band of the Travancore State Forces regale the public every week with their sweet music. These entertainments are generally crowded. Just a few yards from this Stand is the Museum Library where rare and valuable books on Science are housed and are largely used for purposes of reference. The road-system inside the Gardens is beautifully planned and these roads are lined on either side by avenues of suitable trees. There is a total length of three miles of these roads. The two gates are designed from an architectural stand point and command a wide panorama of views which are highly refreshing to the eye. Long flights of steps of easy and convenient gradient and grassy slopes leading down to the lakes tell you that you are descending to ' The Bottom Garden' and you do not feel tired either in going up or down because of the excellent lay-out of the whole Garden. The name ' People's' Park is highly appropriate for the reason that it is absolutely